Marine macro- and microalgae as potential agents for the prevention of asthma: hyperresponsiveness and inflammatory subjects.
Asthma is a variable disease and various factors are affected to increase the asthmatic symptoms and level of asthma control. It is believed that the cause for this disease is a combination of genetic and environmental factors. Numerous medications are available at present to treat this disease but it has been failed to control number of incidences successfully. Hence, recently many researchers have paid their interest to identify potential drugs from marine-based resources such as marine algae. In vitro and in vivo experiments have been conducted with extracts or compounds from algae and found that they showed significant activities against asthma. Accordingly, many marine macro- and microalgae have been reported to have potential to ameliorate the effect of asthma. However, detailed studies are needed in relation to identify the molecular mechanism of this disease to apply those marine resources against asthma effectively. In this chapter, an attempt has been taken to discuss the potential antiasthmatic activity of marine macro- and microalgae.